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Abstrakt: The main objective of this study is to analyze the “trap strategies”used in
the military conflicts of Jaloliddin Manguberdi and the Mongols. The study focused on
identifying the military tricks used by the Mongols and the tactical maneuvers Jalaliddin
used in response to them. It is also one of the goals to explore the impact of these
strategies on the outcome of the battle and their relevance to modern military planning.
The study was based on a historical-analytical method and studied primary and secondary
sources, including historical manuscripts, books and scientific articles. The Mongol trap
strategies such as false retreat, encirclement, and psychological pressure, and Jaloliddin's
approaches to remedy these, were compared among others. The results show that the
Mongols used complex strategies to gain an advantage in battle, while Jalaliddin found
their weaknesses and demonstrated tactical flexibility. Nevertheless, the lack of resources
and the numerical superiority of the enemy limited his long-term victory. The study
introduces new theoretical concepts into the field of military history and strategy. In
particular, it reveals the importance of a flexible approach and combat planning in war. In
practical terms, this study can be useful for military strategists, historians and politicians. A
deeper study of the combat strategies of the Mongols and Jalaliddin can also be relevant
for military planning and modern strategic operations.
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INTRODUCTION

Jalaluddin Manguberdi is one of the most famous commanders who fought against
the Mongols in the 13th century in Central Asia, the Middle East and India. He was the son
of Muhammad Khorezmshah, the last ruler of the Khorezmshah state. After his father's
defeat in the fight against the Mongols, he gathered his army and began active actions
against the Mongols. Thanks to his military skill, strategic thinking and courage, he was
able to inflict serious blows on the Mongols several times. However, the Mongols used
their own military traps and tactics against him. This article analyzes the strategies used in
military clashes between Jalaluddin Manguberdi and the Mongols, especially the special
trap methods of the Mongols and Jalaluddin's response to them. Jalaluddin Manguberdi is
famous in history as the commander who put up the most fierce resistance against the
troops of Genghis Khan. The Mongols were well aware of his military talent and developed
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special strategies against him. Jalaluddin's campaigns and fighting styles made it necessary
to adapt to the Mongols' fast and maneuverable tactics and to counter their powerful
military system. Therefore, the Mongols did not limit themselves to simple military clashes
against him, but used special methods to trap and defeat him. The main goal of the
Mongols was to weaken Jalaluddin militarily and politically, destroy his allies, and separate
him from their army. To achieve this goal, they used various military tricks, psychological
warfare methods, and military traps. Mongol Military Trap Strategies The Mongols used
the most advanced military technologies of the 13th century and developed unparalleled
strategies for their time. The main trap strategies they used against Jalaluddin Manguberdi
and his army were as follows;

False Retreat (False Retreat Tactics) The Mongols sometimes deliberately retreated
to draw Jalaluddin's army back to their prepared areas. Seeing the enemy retreat,
Jalaluddin's soldiers pursued, encountered the prepared warriors, and found themselves
surrounded by the main Mongol forces.

Coordinated Multi-Directional Attacks The Mongol armies attacked from different
directions simultaneously, confusing the enemy and forcing them to divide their forces.
This strategy limited Jalaluddin's ability to fight and helped the Mongols to advance.

Siege and Blockade of Retreat The Mongols surrounded Jalaluddin's army and
prevented him from retreating. In particular, at the Battle of the Indus River in 1221, they
attempted to completely surround Jalaluddin's army.

Propaganda and Disinformation The Mongols attempted to discredit Jalaluddin by
spreading false information about him. They also used various propaganda campaigns to
create morale among his troops.

Jalaluddin Manguberdi developed his own special strategies to avoid and confront
the Mongols' traps. He used the following methods: Rapid movement and maneuvers -
While the Mongols tried to force Jalaluddin into direct battle, he moved his army through
rapid marches, saving them from the Mongols' traps. Guerrilla style - Rather than fighting
the Mongols directly, Jalaluddin tried to constantly attack them with small attacks to
weaken them. Use of mountainous and forested areas - Rather than fighting in open fields,
he tried to weaken the Mongols' strong cavalry by using natural obstacles. Diplomatic
relations with foreign countries - Jalaluddin tried to form alliances with other countries to
confront the Mongols. However, he was unable to form long-term political alliances due
to the Mongol invasion.

METHODOLOGY

This study was conducted using historical-comparative, military-analytical, source
analysis, and cartographic methods to study the military trap strategies of Jaloliddin
Manguberdi and the Mongols. The main focus of the research process was to identify the
military trap strategies used in the conflicts between the Mongols and Jaloliddin
Manguberdi and to assess their effectiveness. Below is a description of each of the
research methods and the procedure for using them.
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Using the historical-comparative method, the military strategies of Jaloliddin
Manguberdi and the Mongols in the 13th century were studied and their similarities and
differences from war tactics of other periods were analyzed. This method revealed how
Jaloliddin reacted to the traps of the Mongols and what countermeasures he developed.
Also, the strategies used against Jaloliddin were compared with the methods of other
Mongol military campaigns [1.145,147].

The military-analytical method was used to analyze the details of the main battles
between Jalaluddin Manguberdi and the Mongols (for example, the Battle of Parwan and
the Battle of the Indus River). The specific features of the Mongol trap strategies, their
effectiveness, and Jalaluddin's tactics against them were assessed from a military
perspective. Through this method, the specific features of the Mongol tactics such as "false

retreat"”, "multi-directional attack" and "psychological warfare" were identified [2.88,92].

Using the method of source analysis, historical sources about the military
campaigns of Jalaluddin Manguberdi and the Mongols were analyzed, in particular, Rashid
ad-Din's "Jome' at-Tawarikh", Ibn al-Asir's "Al-Kamil fi't-Tarikh", as well as the research of
modern historians. Through these sources, information about the strategies of the
Mongols was collected, specific facts related to Jalaluddin's military tactics were
processed, and conclusions were drawn [3.213,216].

The cartographic method was used to determine the location of the Mongols' and
Jalaluddin's military campaigns and battlefields, and to analyze the geographical aspects of
their battle tactics. Jalaluddin's areas besieged by the Mongols, his lines of movement, and
the Mongol ambushes were analyzed on the basis of maps. This method studied how the
Mongols' military strategies were adapted to natural geographical conditions [5.77,81].
The following results were achieved by obtaining and analyzing the results and using these
methods:

1. The Mongols' military ambush strategies were identified - It was determined how
such methods as false retreat, multi-directional attack, and siege were used.

2. Jalaluddin's tactics against them were evaluated - His speed of movement, use of
geographical advantages, and methods of psychologically influencing the Mongols were
studied.

3. The strategic importance of battlefields was analyzed — The geographical aspects
of the places where battles took place and the effectiveness of military traps were studied.

MAIN PART The Mongols used the most advanced tactics of their time in military art,
and their trap strategies were of great importance in destroying or defeating their
opponents. One of them was the "false retreat", which gave the Mongols an advantage in
many battles. According to this tactic, the Mongol troops deliberately retreated, luring the
enemy to the wrong place, so that they could be surrounded and destroyed by the main
army. For example, at the Battle of Parvan, the Mongols tried to use this method, but
Jalaluddin Manguberdi, foreseeing this, used a new tactic against them [7.112,115]. In
addition, the Mongols used a strategy of "multi-directional attack”. In this method, the
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troops attacked from several directions at once, limiting the enemy's maneuvers and
actions. Because the Mongols were able to move quickly on the battlefield, they were able
to surprise their opponents by attacking them suddenly and confusing them [8.203,205].
The Mongols also made extensive use of the strategy of "psychological warfare". They
used special tactics to instill fear in the population before occupying enemy fortresses. For
example, enemy troops often refused to fight or weakened their defenses when they
heard about the Mongols' large army and their brutality [9.55,58]. Jalaluddin Manguberdi
was aware of the above strategies of the Mongols and tried to resist them effectively. He
defeated the Mongols in the Battle of Parwan with his own strategy. Jalaluddin's main
achievement was that he analyzed the enemy army's movements in advance and identified
their weaknesses. Jalaluddin developed a tactic against false retreat. When the Mongols
retreated, instead of directly pursuing them, he planned to divide his army into separate
units and attack the enemy's rear. Through this tactic, Jalaluddin avoided the Mongols'
encirclement traps and forced them to fight on their own territory [10.167,170]. The use of
geographical advantage was one of Jalaluddin's important tactics. He studied the
battlefield well and used natural obstacles, such as mountains and rivers. He tried to fight
in difficult terrain to limit the Mongols' movements. In the battle with the Mongols on the
Indus River, he misdirected the enemy's troops in order to maintain the advantage of
crossing the river [5.240,243]. Another important strategy of Jalaluddin was to wage
psychological warfare against the Mongols. He paid great attention to maintaining the
fighting spirit of his soldiers. Jalaluddin convinced his soldiers that the Mongols were not a
formidable enemy, and encouraged them to win over the enemy. This method instilled
confidence in the soldiers and helped them to be determined on the battlefield
[12.310,312].
RESULTS

of the study as a result of this study, the military trap strategies used by Jaloliddin
Manguberdi and the Mongols were studied. During the study, the main military trap
methods of the Mongols, including fake retreat, multi-directional attack and psychological
warfare tactics, were analyzed. It was found that Jaloliddin Manguberdi knew these tactics
in advance and developed methods such as using geographical advantage against them,
response strategies to the Mongols' retreat traps and maintaining fighting spirit. The
following tables and graphs illustrate these results.

1. Mongol Military Trap Strategies and Jaloliddin's Countermeasures The following
table shows the main military traps of the Mongols and the countermeasures used by
Jaloliddin Manguberdi. As can be seen from this table, Jaloliddin analyzed the Mongols'
actions in advance and developed special strategies against them.
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Mongol Trap Strategies Jalaluddin's Countermeasures

Fake Retreat Careful selection of the battlefield

Multi-pronged Attack Dividing the enemy into small groups

Psychological Pressure Increasing the mental preparedness of the
soldiers

(Table 1)

2. Geographical Strategies Used by Jaloliddin Manguberdi in Battles The following
Graph 1 illustrates how Jaloliddin Manguberdi used geographical advantage in battles. This
graph shows the geographical advantage tactics used by Jaloliddin Manguberdi
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(Graph 1)

According to sources, Jalaluddin fought effectively against the Mongols near the
Indus River and used geographical barriers to stop their advance [10.240,243].

3. Results of the Mongols' Psychological Warfare

The Mongols used psychological warfare to capture many cities without a fight. The
following (Table 2) highlights the psychological warfare tactics used by the Mongols and

their results.
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Psychological Warfare Method

Results

Spreading Fear

Cities surrender without a fight

Wearing Out Soldiers

Enemy morale weakens

Conspiracy Within the Enemy

Inciting internal conflicts

4. Jalaluddin's Military Achievements Against the Mongols

(Table 2})

The following (Table 3) shows the important victories won by Jalaluddin Manguberdi and their main

reasons.
Battle Strategy Results
Battle of Parvan Geographical advantage and | Mongol defeat

surprise attack.

Battle of the Indus River

Use of natural obstacles

Temporary Mongol retreat

Defense of Khorezin

Evasion and defensive tactics

Short-term defense

(Table 3)

Jalaluddin's important victories and strategic approaches (Graphic 2)
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According to sources, Jalaluddin used his superior military knowledge to overcome the Mongol
traps and to analyze the enemy's movements in advance and act against them [13.203,205].

Jalaluddin Manguberdi and the Mongol Military Strategies - Further Analysis Comparison of the
Mongol and Jalaluddin Armies

Battle Mongol Army Jalaluddin's Army
Battle of the Indus River 50,000 30,000
Battle of Parwvan 40,000 25,000
Battle of Ghazn 35,000 20,000

(Table 4)
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Mongol Military Campaign Routes
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(Graphic 3)
Jalaluddin's Military Tactics
Tactics Description
Treasury tactics Lure the enemy into a tight spot
Hiding behind mountains Intimidate the enemy with a sudden attack
Dividing troops Launch a multi-directional attack
(Table 5)
Mongol Expeditions
Destination Objective
Khorezin Congquer cities
India Eliminate Jalaluddin
Iran Occupy trade routes
(Table 6)
(Graphic 4)
CONCLUSION

This study analyzed the use of “trap strategies” by Jaloliddin Manguberdi and the
Mongols and showed their impact on military successes and failures. Based on the results
studied, the following main conclusions were drawn. First, the Mongols’ military strategies
were distinguished by their precise planning and high efficiency. Among their main
methods were elements such as rapid retreat, distraction of the enemy, attacks from
different directions, and psychological pressure. These strategies were one of the
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important factors for military success, which gave the Mongols an advantage in a number
of important battles [13.214]. Second, Jaloliddin Manguberdi, having a good understanding
of the Mongols’ strategies, developed effective countermeasures against them. He
managed to reduce the enemy’s advantage by limiting the Mongols’ ability to move
quickly, cutting off their supply lines, and dividing his army into segments. At the Battle of
Parwan, Jalaluddin's approach brought him a major victory, which also showed that the
Mongols had limitations in their trap strategies [14.189]. Third, a comparison of the
Mongols' and Jalaluddin's strategies revealed the strengths and weaknesses of both sides.
While the Mongols used well-planned, experience-based warfare to succeed in battle,
Jalaluddin found an effective response to them through innovative approaches. This shows
that the effectiveness of a military strategy depends not only on preparation, but also on
the military leader's ability to adapt to a changing situation [15.275]. Fourth, the
importance of trap strategies in modern military planning was also highlighted. The
military experience of Jalaluddin Manguberdi and the Mongols remains relevant in shaping
military strategies today. In particular, enemy deception, information manipulation, and
strategic flexibility on the battlefield are still used by modern armies today [16.143].
Overall, this study sheds light on the key factors behind the Mongols' military successes
and the strategic measures taken against them by Jaloliddin Manguberdi. The study's
findings indicate that military success is determined not only by strength and resources,
but also by the military leader's ability to adapt to changing circumstances.
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