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Abstract. This article explores the syntactic, semantic, and pragmatic roles of
conjunctions in Modern Standard Chinese. As an analytical language, Chinese lacks
inflectional morphology, making conjunctions essential for structuring relationships
between words, phrases, and clauses.

The study presents a comprehensive classification of Chinese conjunctions into
coordinating and subordinating types, analyzing their forms, meanings, and functions. It
also examines correlative conjunctions and compound patterns frequently used in formal
and informal contexts. Special attention is given to the discourse functions of conjunctions,
their role in maintaining textual cohesion, and their pedagogical implications for learners of
Chinese as a second or foreign language.

The article highlights common errors made by non-native speakers and offers
strategies for effective instruction. Through comparative analysis with English, the study
demonstrates the unique features of Chinese conjunctions and their contribution to
syntactic organization and discourse coherence. The findings are relevant for linguists,
educators, and learners seeking to deepen their understanding of Chinese grammar and
communication.

Keywords: Chinese conjunctions, coordinating conjunctions, subordinating
conjunctions, syntax, semantics, discourse, grammar, teaching Chinese, second language
acquisition, sentence structure, textual cohesion, Modern Standard Chinese, linguistic
analysis, conjunction patterns, learner difficulties

Introduction. Conjunctions play a fundamental role in the grammatical and discursive
structure of any language. In Chinese, a language characterized by its analytical structure
and lack of inflection, conjunctions are essential for signaling logical relationships between
clauses, phrases, and sentences. Despite the apparent simplicity of Chinese syntax, the
usage of conjunctions in Mandarin reflects a rich variety of semantic and functional
categories. This paper aims to examine the different types of conjunctions in Chinese, their
syntactic behaviors, semantic classifications, and pragmatic functions in both spoken and
written discourse.

Classification of Chinese conjunctions.
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Chinese conjunctions (318 lidnci) can be broadly classified into two categories:

coordinating conjunctions and subordinating conjunctions.

Coordinating conjunctions

These link two or more elements of equal syntactic status. Examples include:

« 1 (hé) —and

o BY & (huozhé) - or

« {82 (danshi) - but

« M A (érqi&) — moreover

These conjunctions are used to connect nouns, verbs, adjectives, phrases, and
independent clauses.

Example:

o MMEREHMMIBE, (Ta xihudn chd hé kaféi.) — He likes tea and coffee.
Subordinating conjunctions

These introduce dependent clauses that provide additional information or context to
the main clause. Common subordinators include:

o BR...FTLL... (yinwei...sudyi...) — because... therefore...

« BA..{B2... (suirdn...danshi...) - although... but...
« NR...Fh... (rdguéd...jiu...) —if... then...
o —il...—34... (yibian...yibian...) — while... (simultaneous actions)

Example:

HATET , IABINITELE. (Yinweéi  xiayd le, sudyi wdmen bu qu
gongyudn.) — Because it rained, we didn’t go to the park.

Syntactic functions and structures

Unlike Indo-European languages, Chinese does not require morphological agreement
or case inflection. Thus, conjunctions in Chinese primarily rely on word order and context
for meaning. The most important syntactic features include:

« Fixed positions (typically between clauses)

« Parallel structures in coordinating sentences

« Use of compound conjunctions (correlative structures)

Semantic categories and logical relations

Chinese conjunctions express a range of logical relationships:

o Additive: # (hé), LR (yiji), T B (érqié)

« Adversative: 1B 2 (danshi), 2R (ran’ér), BI & (késhi)

o Causal: A (yinwei), FrLL (sudyi)
« Conditional: A0 (rdgud), Tk (jiu)
« Temporal: &...B983H{R (dang...de shihou), —...Fk... (yI...jiu...)
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Discourse and pragmatic use

In discourse, conjunctions are critical for maintaining cohesion and coherence.
Chinese speakers frequently employ conjunctions for:

e Emphasis and persuasion

« Narration and sequencing events

 Expressing contrast or justification

e Enhancing clarity in formal writing

In spoken Chinese, conjunctions like A3 (bugud) and B (na) also serve

conversational and interactive purposes, functioning similarly to discourse markers in
English.

Common errors among learners

Learners of Chinese, particularly those from non-analytic language backgrounds,
often struggle with:

e Omitting conjunctions where necessary

e Misusing coordinating vs. subordinating forms

e Literal translation from native languages

« Misunderstanding compound patterns (e.g., BA...1E=Z...)

Effective instruction must emphasize contextual usage, frequency, and semantic
nuances of each conjunction.

Comparison with anglish conjunctions

While both English and Chinese use conjunctions to link ideas, their structural and
semantic deployment differs significantly. English has stricter syntactic constraints and
more variation in subordinating conjunctions, whereas Chinese relies more on logical
sequencing and paired structures (e.g., B1&...Fk...).

Teaching implications

For learners of Chinese as a second or foreign language, teaching strategies should
include:

e Contrastive analysis with students’ L1

e Context-rich examples and dialogues

e Visual diagrams of conjunction relationships

e Interactive sentence-building exercises

Conclusion. Conjunctions in Chinese are more than mere connectors—they are tools
that articulate complex logical, temporal, and rhetorical relations. Mastery of conjunctions
is crucial for fluency, coherence, and stylistic richness in both spoken and written Chinese.
By understanding their classification, functions, and pragmatic uses, learners and
researchers alike can gain deeper insights into the structure and use of Modern Standard
Chinese.
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