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While learning any target language we practice with doing a lot of exercises, training 

with vocabulary, pronunciation or grammar. These actions are called with the one word – 

drilling. What is the drilling for grammar lessons in Russian language? Grammar drilling is a 

very useful technique when learners learn grammar structures of target language.  

Drilling a technique that has been used in Russian language learning for many years. 

It is a key feature of audio-lingual approach, to improve oral practice and develop grammar 

skills. It is also the ability to introduce Russian language quickly and easily. 

Hence, grammar drills help to students for understanding and improving grammar of 

target language. It has many techniques. For intense, open/banked gap filling exercises, 

multiple matching, using texts with thinking questions, describing object in a picture, 

correcting wrong grammar, guessing words, putting into place  mingle sentences, to find 

disappearing words, building dialogue, mapping, checking the text, answering questions, 

discussion, writing about something, searching  information  and  others. 

For analysis to teach grammar in Russian language with drilling, “Modal verbs” have 

been chosen as example topic. This approach is suitable for teaching modal verbs. After 

understanding, students can confer their knowledge with the help of drilling. However, is it 

suitable for all types of learners? Is it a good way to learn the Russian language? Because 

of such kind of questions, we have to look through advantage and disadvantage sides of 

drilling in grammar lessons. 

To begin with, about advantages: 

- For simultaneous purpose. You can achieve several purposes at the same time with 

the help of drilling in grammar lessons in the Russian language. While learning modal verbs 

students can learn when they are used, what kind of positions they are not used and 

students can know after modal verbs cannot use gerund or infinitive form of verb. 

- Very important to build reading, writing, listening and speaking skills. We can say 

that the grammar drills is pillar of learning new language. Because doing grammar drills 

helps students to develop other skills. During the lessons, students can learn written forms 

of words, correct pronunciation and positions of using modal verbs through drilling.  
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- To consolidate knowledge. This approach is very important for increasing 

knowledge. Doing a lot of practice, drilling and repetition are allowed to improve and 

strengthen students’ ability. For example, more practicing with modal verbs helps students 

a good understanding of the Russian language. 

On the other hand, while learning about drilling, we can also come across some 

disadvantages sides. It can be seen in the analysis below: 

 - Not suitable for all types of learners. If students are auditory learners, this approach 

unsuitable for them and teacher cannot get a good result while drilling about modal verbs. 

- Boring for audience. In such kind of lesson, students may feel themself sitting in the 

boring lesson. Because not interesting activities or visual aids and only grammar exercises 

get tired of them. For instance, doing a lot of drilling about modal verbs makes tired of 

audience. 

-To get used to only grammar. Students get used to only grammar rules in this 

approach. Therefore, it may lead to some difficulties to improve other aspects’ skills. 

Taking all into the consideration, there are some disadvantages or problems of 

drilling in grammar lessons in the Russian language. Nevertheless, everything has its 

solution. We have some opportunities for solving these problems. For example, if grammar 

drills are not suitable for all types of learners we should divide students into small groups 

according to the styles. Then kinesthetic learners do grammar drills with silence after 

gathering papers teacher reads them a loud without answers. They should answer to 

questions without looking. It is also way of avoiding of getting used to only grammar. 

During the grammar lesson, students can improve their speaking and listening skills too. In 

order to avoid of being boring the lesson students make sentences with the help of 

grammar structure as game. For intense, teacher writes 4 words and student should make 

a sentences with using modal verbs or teacher shows pictures to students. They should 

explain the situation with modals verb. 

  Using this approach is a very important for languages learners. If students do 

grammar, drills they are probably also learn vocabulary and practice speaking and 

listening. 
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